
 

 
 

Our Ref: RL/SM/COVID-19 

 

8th June 2020 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

As always, I hope that you and your family are safe and well. Since the 1st June, we are 

all getting used to the latest guidance from the Government and how it affects our 

everyday lives. The gradual releasing of lockdown measures certainly brings a feeling of 

positivity. However, this must be balanced with an acknowledgement that all of our 

futures will mean living with COVID-19 for a considerable time. Therefore, we must 

remember that we will be required to maintain social distancing for many more months 

to come. 

 

At school we have been continuing to make preparations to invite Year 10 and 12 pupils 

for some ‘face to face’ support from Monday 15th June. I will be contacting families of 

eligible pupils with more details in the next few days. What is clear is that as a result of 

us strictly following the Government guidance and prioritising the safety of everyone on 

site, the ‘face to face’ experience we can offer will be quite different to how we remember 

school prior to the closures. As we make these gradual steps forward, I understand the 

range of emotions that we will all be experiencing from ongoing feelings of anxiety, 

through to excitement of having a small sense of normality return. 

 

It remains that the majority of our pupils will continue with home learning as the 

Government maintains that “we cannot return more pupils to secondary school at this 

time”. At Stafford Manor High School we continue to recognise the fantastic 

achievements that you are all making during these very different times. I hope that 

during the first week of this half term you have managed to settle back in to a routine 

and your child is completing the work set. Everyone at school fully understands the 

challenges in supporting children with their education at home. You continue to do an 

amazing job. If things are difficult for you, please do not be too hard on yourselves and 

remember that although it might not always feel like it, by supporting your child you will 

be making a positive difference to their education. At school there are email addresses 

that students can access to gain help and support with work. Should you wish to talk to 

someone at school, then please do not hesitate to contact us via the number or email 

address at the bottom of this page. 

 

Teachers are looking at ways to develop more interactive learning opportunities whilst 

your child is working at home. This will provide different ways to support children who 

might be struggling, and alternative ways to get the help and support from a teacher in 

school. Once again, at some point over the next few weeks, a member of staff from 

school will be in touch with you to have a chat about how things are at home and whether 

there is anything else we can do to help. It will be a really positive experience for your 

child if they could also speak to the member of staff! In the meantime, if you do have 

any questions or need to talk to us, then do not wait for this phone call, contact the 

school straight away. 

 



 

Traditionally the summer term is a time we make preparations for September. This year 

is no exception, even though we still have no indication whether the school experience 

in September may be a return to full time provision for all, or a blend between home 

learning and school supervision. We are working closely with our feeder primary schools 

to do all we can to provide a transition experience for our new students despite the 

circumstances. As you will remember, the transition from primary school to secondary 

school can be a daunting time for pupils and parents. Should you have a friend, 

neighbour or relative whose child is due to start with us in September, we would 

appreciate any support you can give in reassuring them that we will do everything we 

can to ease the process. We have already been in touch with all our prospective parents 

and will continue to stay connected in different ways through the term. 

 

I am sure you are aware that the Government recently updated its advice on the 

symptoms of COVID-19 to include a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste. The 

main symptoms are now as follows: 

 

 high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you 
do not need to measure your temperature) 

 new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 

or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be 
worse than usual) 

 loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you 
cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal. 

 

Anyone with symptoms must self-isolate for 7 days from when their symptoms started. 
If someone in your household has symptoms, then you must self-isolate for 14 days 

from when the first person in your home started having symptoms. More detailed 
information and advice on testing and what to do if someone in your house has the virus 
can be found at NHS online https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ or by 

ringing 111. 
 

As we continue to move through this experience together, whilst we endeavour to do 

everything we can to support your child’s home education, the most important element 

is that we all look after our health and wellbeing. I mentioned around Easter time that I 

hope you have your own network of family and friends that can be used to support each 

other. In my email to children last week, I reminded them that it costs nothing to look 

out for each other and be kind to people around you – and it can make a massive 

difference. It is so important for our own wellbeing, as well as those around us, that we 

all keep in touch with each other and focus on our successes. Please remember that the 

staff at Stafford Manor High School continue to be here for you all throughout, and do 

not hesitate to contact us if needed. Stay calm, stay positive and stay safe. 

 

Yours sincerely 

  

 

 

Mr R Lycett 

Headteacher  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

