
 

 
 

Our Ref: RL/SM/COVID-19 

 

15th June 2020 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

I hope my weekly update finds you and your family safe and well. Every week we are 

learning more about how we can gradually adjust our everyday lives in line with new 

guidance announced by the Government. I certainly hope that these changes have 

brought some benefits to you and your family. As we understand how we can spend 

more time with a few more people or visit places that have been not accessible for what 

seems like an eternity, it is clear that social distancing will remain a part of our lives for 

some time to come. 

 

Indeed, today is an exciting day for everyone at Stafford Manor High School. We have 

invited Year 10 and 12 pupils back to school this week, in small groups each day, to 

receive some face to face support to supplement their home learning. Despite the fact 

these coming days and weeks will not be school as we remember, we are providing an 

experience that will have some familiar elements. For example, there will be a timetable 

with three subject sessions through the day and a break and lunch. However, class sizes 

will be significantly reduced, there will be limited areas of the school students can access, 

and the canteen will remain closed. Additional protective measures, such as hand 

sanitisers on corridors, hygiene stations in classrooms, and extra cleaning through the 

day will help ensure we are doing everything that is feasibly possible to provide a safe 

environment. Although it is only a small group of students accessing school at the 

moment, this is a significant step for us all, as today is a step closer to school opening 

for everyone at some point in the future. 

 

It is important to remember that the face to face sessions in school are simply to 

supplement the work set through Show My Homework. The Government have been clear 

that parents will not be fined for non-attendance at this time. Currently it has been 

parental choice as to whether their child accesses the provision offered and no pupil will 

be disadvantaged if they choose not to attend school. Therefore, all our students 

continue to have home learning as their predominant form of education this term. As a 

result, we are very keen to develop our approaches and remain focused on ensuring all 

students feel supported whilst learning at home. Later this week, we will issue a parental 

questionnaire that seeks to gain your views on how we can best move forward and 

improve what we are doing for your child at home. We very much value your opinion 

and would appreciate it if you could spend a few minutes to complete the survey. 

 

In looking to the future and what September might bring, it is essential we find the right 

balance for you and your child. The Government has stated that it would like all children 

to be back at school at the start of the Autumn term, and there is nothing we would like 

more. However, even if there were changes to social distancing guidance, most schools 

would struggle to open on a full time basis for all students from the 1st September. 

 

 



 

As a result, it might be safe to assume that if social distancing measures are in still in 

place, there could well be a ‘blended learning’ approach with mixture of time in school 

and learning at home. Please be reassured, as we have done throughout the last few 

months, we are following Government advice very carefully and will continue to take a 

calm and measured approach. We are currently modelling different approaches for the 

start of the new academic year, but awaiting clarity from the Government before making 

firm decisions. As soon as we do have more information to share with you then we will. 

 

We have updated a number of key policies and documents in preparation for the wider 

open of school including addendums to our behaviour policy and safeguarding policy. 

These can be found on the COVID-19 section of our website. 

https://www.staffordmanorhighschool.com/covid-19-updates 

 

A few further updates for you. We will be in touch with Year 9 parents this week to 

confirm the subject choices that have been allocated for your child to study for their 

GCSE examinations. We will also be writing to Year 7 parents whose children were due 

to go on the Dyffryn residential to confirm arrangements. We will be in communication 

with Year 11 parents over the next couple of weeks about options regards the Prom, as 

this may not be able to take place at the end of term. Finally, we are also aware that 

this is quite a long half term, and therefore we are planning to hold some alternative 

activities and school competitions towards the end of term, including a virtual sports 

day! 

 

Just as schools closed to the majority of pupils at the end of March, I first referred to the 

fact we would have to adjust to a ‘new normal’. At Stafford Manor High School, I believe 

that we are now really beginning to discover what that involves. Due to the fantastic 

efforts of everyone at school, along with the amazing support you have offered your 

child, we are all making progress and normality does seem a small step closer. Thank 

you for all the positive messages you have provided us and the confidence shown in the 

school, as we all try and do the very best for our children. As always, we are here for 

you and do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any questions or need support in any 

way. Stay calm, stay positive and stay safe. 

 

Yours sincerely 

  

 

 

Mr R Lycett 

Headteacher  

 

https://www.staffordmanorhighschool.com/covid-19-updates

