
Firstly, we would like to say that the way each Y11 student has coped with this 

situation has been outstanding. They have been incredible and a real credit to 

themselves, their families and Stafford Manor.   

  

We remind all students that they are still a Stafford Manor student and we will 

stand beside them in gaining their grades and helping them transition to the next 

stage of their education, employment and training.  

  

Following the decision to close schools and not go ahead with this summer’s 

exams, the government has announced more details of how grades will be 

awarded this summer. I know how keen you are to have some clarity, so I wanted 

to share this information with you right away.  

  

Here are the main points:  

  

• Regulators will develop and set out a process that will provide a calculated 

grade to each student which reflects their performance as fairly as possible, 

and will work to ensure this is consistently applied for all students.  

   

• Exam boards will be asking teachers, who know their students well, to 

submit their judgement about the grade that they believe the student would 

have received if exams had gone ahead.  

  

• To produce this, teachers will be asked to take into account a range of 

evidence and data including performance on mock exams and non-exam 

assessment. Clear guidance on how to do this fairly and robustly will be 

provided to schools and colleges soon.  

   

• Exam boards will then combine this information with other relevant data, 

including prior attainment, and use this information to produce a calculated 

grade for each student, which will be a best assessment of the work they 

have put in.  

   

• The aim is to provide these calculated grades to students before the end of 

July.  
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   There w ill also be an option to sit exams early in the next academic year  

for any students who wish to  –   and students can also choose to sit exams  
next summer.   



• These grades will be indistinguishable from those provided in other years.  

   

• Students will be able to appeal their grades if they don’t believe the right 

process has been followed.  

The intention from Government, Exam Boards and Schools is to ensure that the 

hard work by you and your students will all be worthwhile – and that your children 

have the grades they need to progress to the next stage of the lives.   

   

At this stage the safest thing to do is to continue studying until we have 

greater clarity. Any work completed should be sent into their teacher so we can 

use it to help evidence their grades. I suggest you sit down and discuss it with 

your child and agree a plan whilst we wait for further updates. Teachers are 

providing work and if you do require any further work then please email the 

relevant faculty directly:  

   

• eng.mfl@smhs.staffs.sch.uk  

• maths.comp@smhs.staffs.sch.uk   

• humanities.hsc@smhs.staffs.sch.uk  

• sci.pe@smhs.staffs.sch.uk  

• art.dt@smhs.staffs.sch.uk  

   

   

I hope this new information will answer some of your questions – but I appreciate 

that you may still have some. I promise we’re working hard to get all the answers, 

so please bear with us and we’ll share new details as soon as we get them.   

  

Finally, it is clear we have to be patient, calm, keep safe and follow the guidance. 

Once we have clarity for your next steps we will let you know.  

   

Yours sincerely,  

 
Mr Delaney  

Deputy Headteacher  

  

  
  
  

  
    

  


