
 

 
 

Our Ref: RL/SM/Y11Exams 

 

3 April 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

Since the Government announced that there would be no summer examinations due to 

the spread of COVID-19, we have been waiting for confirmation on how students will be 

awarded grades for their GCSE courses. Today Ofqual, the Government exams regulator, 

have released details of how they intend to work with schools and exam boards to ensure 

students are awarded the correct grades for their GCSE qualifications. 

 

I have attached to this email, a letter from Ofqual that explains what will happen over 

the next few weeks. Further information can be found on their website:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofqual 

 

They have also published a message to students: 

 www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcses-as-and-a-level-awarding-summer-2020 

 

The Government will be relying on teachers in all schools to use all the evidence available 

to them, as well as their knowledge of the student, to submit grades for each subject. The 

details released make it clear that no additional work needs to be completed for this to 

happen, and you won’t be disadvantaged if you were not set, or were unable to complete, 

any work given out after schools were closed. School results will then be standardised 

against those from other schools to ensure that students, as far as possible, are not 

advantaged or disadvantaged because their school is more generous or harsh than others. 

 

At Stafford Manor High School we believe that this is a fair process given the 

circumstances, and we will do all we can to ensure our students receive a grade that is 

reflective of an individual’s level of performance throughout their course. It goes without 

saying that we will be rigidly following Ofqual guidance through this process, and we have 

been clearly instructed not to share any grades submitted to the exam boards with 

students or parents. With this in mind, we believe it is only right not to discuss any grades 

achieved in the recent Pre-Public Exams, as this could result in misleading information 

being shared during the awarding process. 

 

As we have previously stated, we continue to be here for each and every individual in Year 

11, to support them in their progression to the next phase of their education. I hope this 

information adds some reassurance about your child’s future and please do not hesitate 

to contact us through KS4Support@smhs.staffs.sch.uk if you have any further questions. 

Take care and stay safe through the Easter break. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr R Lycett 

Headteacher 
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