
 

 
 

Our Ref: RL/SM/COVID-19 

 

20 March 2020 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

Following the announcement from the Prime Minister regarding the closure of 

schools for an unknown period of time, I appreciate that a lot of information has 

been distributed this week. Our aim has been to keep you fully updated with 

developments in how we are supporting students and families through the next 

few weeks, and possibly months. I know personal circumstances can sometimes 

be challenging at times like this, and therefore, would like to you thank you for 

taking the time to read the letters we are distributing. 

 

Last night, the Government finally published guidance on who they class as 

working in ‘key sectors’ critical to the COVID-19 response. I have provided a 

separate summary document for your information. The key principle is that if it is 

at all possible for children to be at home, then they should be. However, education 

will be available for any child whose parent is a ‘key worker’. If, after reading the 

Government advice, you believe your work is in one of the critical categories, then 

please contact school immediately so we can discuss provision from Monday. For 

students in school from next Monday, students must wear school uniform and 

bring their usual equipment to school. Students must report to the main reception 

at 8.45am and will follow a modified timetable where they will be supervised to 

complete work from Show My Homework. We will apply the principles of social 

distancing within school to ensure a safe environment for all. 

 

For those students remaining at home during the closure period, it is important 

that we provide work for students to complete at home to continue their education. 

You have an important part to play by ensuring your child develops strong routines 

around working each day. 

 

From Monday we are setting work through ‘Show my Homework’. Here you will 

find the work for each of their lessons and it ensures they stay on top of their 

studies. The work may be set on a lesson by lesson basis, or as a project that 

could last for a number of lessons. Please bear with us as there may be a delay in 

setting work should a member of staff become ill. We also have a section on our 

school website which contains information, activities and a range of online learning 

resources (https://www.staffordmanorhighschool.com/learning-resources).  

 

  

https://www.staffordmanorhighschool.com/learning-resources


 

We recommend that students complete school work every day and emulate the 

school day as much as possible, for example, they could stick to their current 

timetable. However, for tasks that are project based that require a number of 

hours to complete, a student may wish to tackle this in one day. As a general 

principle, it would be good to try and mirror the number of hours spent on each 

subject in a week at school, with time spent on each subject over the week at 

home. It is important that over the coming weeks and months they maintain good 

patterns of behaviour that will stand them in good stood for their future. The best 

way of encouraging this is by agreeing a schedule and providing a quiet space to 

work. 

 

With regards feedback, we have two mechanisms for this, firstly through ‘Show 

my Homework’ and secondly using school emails. We have set up faculty emails 

that link you directly with the Head of Faculty. You will be able to send work, 

clarify any queries on tasks and ask for help. They will direct the work to the 

appropriate teacher so that feedback can be provided. We currently aim to reply 

within 48hrs and provide feedback within 7 days. We are conscious that if staff 

become ill then we will ensure that you receive an email response telling you this 

and where you should go next for support. 

 

In the short term you will also be able to contact reception in the usual way via 

email or telephone. 

 

The emails are: 

Email Subjects 

eng.mfl@smhs.staffs.sch.uk English, French 

maths.comp@smhs.staffs.sch.uk  Maths, Computing 

humanities.hsc@smhs.staffs.sch 

Geography, History, HSC, SEL, Phil 
and Eth 

sci.pe@smhs.staffs.sch.uk  Science, PE 

art.dt@smhs.staffs.sch.uk  Art, PE, Performing Arts 

 

We appreciate that these are unprecedented times and this may be a different 

experience for you. Focus on encouraging your child and provide rewards when 

they have made a strong effort to complete the work set. Rewards can be as 

simple as spending time watching a programme on television, listening to music, 

reading a book, or doing a favourite activity together.  

 

Students in school will be provided with a resource pack to take home that includes 

an exercise book, paper, pen and pencil.  We are making sure that you have work 

to complete with your child and will provide feedback for them. Please do all you 

can in ensuring they complete work and maintain good learning practices so that 

when school reopens they are up to date and ready to excel.  
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At times like this, we all feel more assured and confident that we can overcome 

the challenges ahead when we work together and support each other. I appreciate 

we will all be feeling anxious about the next few weeks, but I encourage you to 

keep this is a key focus and remember it is for your children, family and local 

community. We wish you all the best and please do not hesitate to contact the 

school with any queries. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Mr R Lycett 

Headteacher 

 


