
 

 
 

Our Ref: RL/SM/COVID-19 
 

19 March 2020 
 

 
 
 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 

Following the announcement yesterday at 5.00 p.m. from the Prime Minister and 
Secretary of State for Education, regarding the closure of schools, I can confirm 
that Stafford Manor High School will close after school on Friday 20th March 2020 

until further notice, except for children of key workers and vulnerable children. 
 

Vulnerable children include those who have a social worker and those with 
Education, Health and Care Plans – a legal document that describes a child’s 
special educational needs and the support they require. The school will be in direct 

contact with these families either today or tomorrow to discuss provision in school 
from Monday. 

 
The Government has defined key workers to include NHS staff, police, and others 

in frontline services who need to be able to go to work to support the country’s 
fight to tackle coronavirus. We are waiting for further information on what this 
means, but in the meantime, if you fall into one of these categories please inform 

the school immediately so we can discuss provision for your child in school from 
Monday. 

 
The announcement made it clear that children who do not fall into these groups 
should remain at home with appropriate care. For children eligible for free school 

meals, we have been told that schools will be able to purchase meal vouchers for 
supermarkets or local shops. At this stage we do not have details of the scheme 

and once the school has received further guidance from the Government we will 
be in contact with relevant parents. 
 

It was also stated that there would be no secondary exams this summer and the 
Government stated that they will be “working with the sector and Ofqual to ensure 

children get the qualifications they need”. At this stage, I am afraid we have no 
further information and when we do get clarification of what this exactly means, 
we will share this with you.  

 
  



 

The exact nature of the school closures was only revealed to schools during the 
announcement yesterday evening, and as a Headteacher I received no advance 

notice from the Department for Education. However, staff have been working hard 
over the last two weeks to have systems in place to ensure that you can support 

your child’s education at home in the event of the school being closed. Obviously, 
this is an unprecedented scenario and communication is the key to ensuring we 
work together to support all children through these challenging times. Should you 

have any questions or require any advice at any point, then please do not hesitate 
to contact us through the normal communication channels. 

 
For students who remain at home we have been preparing work that will be 
available from two main sources. The school website has a wealth of resources 

that can be found to support your child’s learning in a range of subjects at home. 
These can be found in the ‘Learning Resources’ link of the ‘Pupils’ section 

https://www.staffordmanorhighschool.com/learning-resources. We will also be 
setting class specific work through ‘Show My Homework’. We will send further 
details tomorrow around a suggested approach to structuring your child’s day, 

creating a positive working environment, and how to contact teachers should your 
child require help and support with their work. We will also clarify how children 

can submit work to get feedback from teachers. 
 

This is a new situation for us all and I appreciate your understanding and support 
whilst we find the most effective way to work together over the coming weeks.  
 

Though your child may not be attending school for a period of time, please 
remember that you remain part of the Stafford Manor High School community. 

Through these difficult times we will endeavour to do all we can to support you 
and your child with their education and, if possible, beyond. Regardless of the 
length of the school closure, Stafford Manor High School will continue to be a 

central point of the community and be ready to welcome children and families 
back through the gates when we are allowed. Please look after each other, work 

together for the benefit all, and stay safe. Rest assured we will keep in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 

 
 
 

Mr R Lycett 
Headteacher 

 
 
 

And remember: if you or your child feels ill and you want to know what to do 
next, please use NHS 111 online. 

 
 

https://www.staffordmanorhighschool.com/learning-resources
https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19

