
 

 
 

Our Ref: RL/SM/COVID-19 

 

27 April 2020 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

As we continue to move through this experience together, whilst we endeavour to 

do everything we can to ensure that our children continue to be educated, the 

most important element is that we all look after our health and wellbeing. I do 

hope that you and your family are well and supporting each other as best you can.  

 

There is increased media speculation about how long we might be in lockdown for, 

and when and how schools might reopen. However, with regards school, 

Government advice continues to state that “schools will remain closed until further 

notice, except for children of critical workers and vulnerable children”. I appreciate 

the frustrations this can bring, but we must continue to follow guidance to stay at 

home to protect ourselves, our families and our community. A quote I read at the 

weekend summarises that the country is making progress and should give us 

genuine hope in that “whilst we are nowhere near the beginning of the end, there 

are some signs that this is the end of the beginning”. 

 

It is important to recognise the fantastic achievements that you are all making 

whilst adapting to these very different circumstances. I hope that during the first 

week of the summer term you have managed to settle back in to a routine and 

your child is completing the work set. Everyone at school fully understands the 

challenges in supporting children with their education at home, particularly if you 

have a number of children, or have to work from home. You are doing an amazing 

job. If things are difficult for you, please do not be too hard on yourselves and 

remember that though it might not always feel like it, by supporting your child 

you will be making a positive difference to their education. At school there are 

email addresses that students can access to gain help and support with work. 

Should you wish to talk to someone at school, then please do not hesitate to 

contact us via the number or email address at the bottom of this page. 

 

Over the next few weeks, school will be doing even more to stay connected with 

you and provide as much support as possible. At some point during this time, a 

member of staff from school will be in touch with you to have a chat about how 

things are at home and whether there is anything else we can do to help. It will 

be a really positive experience for your child if they could also speak to the 

member of staff! In the meantime, if you do have any questions or need to talk 

to us, then do not wait for this phone call, contact the school straight away. 

 

You will be aware that I emailed all children last week. I had some brilliant replies 

telling me about the work they are doing and the challenges they have completed. 

So many children are reflecting staff feelings at the moment, in that we are all  



 

missing school and each other. I do respond to all the messages and hope to 

receive more in the future! This week I will be emailing a ‘Staff in Lockdown’ quiz 

so you can find out what they have been up to during these strange times. Ask 

your child to look out for it in their inbox and feel free as a family to have a go – 

there will be some prizes available! Further quizzes over the next few weeks will 

involve photos of staff pets and staff school and baby photos! 

 

On a different note, I would like to take this opportunity to mention Free School 

Meals. In line with Government guidance during the school closure period, we 

have been supporting families with children who are eligible under the scheme 

with vouchers towards their shopping. If you are currently not registered for Free 

School Meals, and feel you may be entitled to apply then all the information can 

be found at www.staffordshire.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals.  The Government has 

recently agreed a temporary extension for entitlement to free school meals for 

some additional categories of pupils. This includes the children of Zambrano 

carers; the children of families with a right to remain in the UK under article 8 of 

the European Convention on Human Rights; the children of failed asylum seekers 

receiving support under Section 4 Immigration and Asylum Act 1999; and the 

children of families receiving support under section 17 of the Children Act 1989 

who also have no recourse to public funds. All relevant information can be found 

on the link above but you can always contact school for help if necessary. 

 

Please also remember that any information we receive in school that could help 

support you at home, is uploaded to the Covid-19 section of our website so it is 

worth checking it regularly https://www.staffordmanorhighschool.com/covid-19-

updates. Some examples of what has been added this week include a CDOP Home 

Safety Newsletter; a factsheet from Public Health England on looking after your 

feelings and body; toolkits and resources from the Anna Freud Centre to support 

mental health; a factsheet from the NSPCC containing extensive advice and links 

to agencies; and some careers guidance from Entrust for children progressing to 

the next stage of their education. 

 

I do hope that you have your own networks of family and friends that can be used 

to support each other through the weeks ahead. As I mentioned in my email to 

children last week, it costs nothing to look out for each other and be kind to people 

around you – and it can make a massive difference. It is so important for our own 

wellbeing, as well as those around us, that we all keep in touch with each other 

and focus on our successes. Please remember that the staff at Stafford Manor 

High School are here for you all throughout, and do not hesitate to contact us if 

needed. Stay calm, stay safe, stay connected and stay positive. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Mr R Lycett 

Headteacher 
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