
 

 
 

Our Ref: RL/SM/COVID-19 

 

22nd June 2020 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 

I hope this latest update continues to find you and your family well. On Friday the 

Government made two significant announcements about schools. Firstly, a commitment 

was made to provide £1bn of funding for schools to support tuition for children to catch 

up missed learning. Secondly, the Education Secretary claimed that the Government “will 

bring all children, in all year groups, back to school in September”. We welcome both 

decisions, but at this time, we have no further details on how these announcements will 

be achieved. Therefore, unfortunately I cannot give you any more information at the 

moment on exactly how this will affect children at Stafford Manor High School.  
 

Our approach throughout these challenging times has been to remain calm whilst taking 

a controlled and measured approach. Furthermore, I have always maintained that the 

health and safety of students, staff and parents remains the highest priority alongside 

your child’s education. The success of our approach has been reflected in the return of 

our Year 10 and 12 students to receive face to face contact to supplement their home 

learning. We have all been thrilled to see students back at Stafford Manor High School 

and everyone has had an extremely positive experience due to the effective 

implementation of all the protective measures. We continue to model different scenarios 

for September whilst we await clarity from the Government, but are confident we can 

‘scale up’ our systems to cater for more students as required. We appreciate that 

anxieties will continue as we move together through this process. Please be reassured 

that we will do everything that is feasibly possible to work with you and support your 

child, when we are able to welcome more children back to school. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who responded to the home 

learning survey last week which helps us when planning for the future. We had almost 

140 responses and these were overwhelmingly positive with some hugely supportive 

comments. I also really appreciate all your constructive suggestions for how we can 

develop what we do. We will be collating the information and focusing on how we can 

improve the learning experience at home for your child. We have been reluctant to go 

down a route of ‘live’ teaching for all as we appreciate that this relies on everyone having 

access to appropriate technology. There can also be challenges with this approach when 

a number of children in the same family are trying to complete work at the same time. 

However, there are certainly other online methods that we are investigating that provide 

high quality and flexible interactive experiences for children. This will allow them to 

connect with teachers more and get more focused support with their learning. 
 

Personally, I know my children seem to have grown during the closure period and will 

require new uniform before they return to school. Our school uniform supplier, Crested 

Schoolwear have sent us some information that I have included at the end of this letter. 

We are introducing a new PE top for the new academic year. This new top is made of a  

 



 

better quality sports material that also provides an improved fit compared to the previous 

top. Although the new top is slightly more expensive than the previous version, it is 

widely used in other schools, and due to the quality of the material will last longer. In 

comparison to the previous tops, it is also far less likely to fade. The student council were 

involved in the decision to introduce a new PE top prior to the school closures. It is not 

essential to have a new PE top for September as the existing PE tops will continue to be 

acceptable uniform should they continue to fit your child. A new PE hoodie with the school 

logo will also be available but this will not be a compulsory item of uniform. There are 

no changes to any other aspects of the school uniform and we do not specify where you 

should purchase the general items of uniform (e.g. white shirt and black trousers).  
 

We do appreciate that the current circumstances may provide an added challenge in 

purchasing school uniform for the coming year. To try and help with this, I am pleased 

to inform you that we have decided to supply a uniform voucher to all Pupil Premium 

children (those who claim free school meals, or who have done so in the last 6 years) 

who are currently in Year 7 to 10. This will support approximately half the students in 

school, and will provide a contribution to the purchase of new uniform from Crested 

Schoolwear. More information will be shared before the end of term with the parents of 

eligible students on how the voucher can be used. If you have any questions or concerns 

around any aspect of school uniform for September, then please do contact the school. 
 

We were delighted to see that the campaign led by Marcus Rashford was successful, and 

the Government will now provide vouchers over the summer holidays for children who 

are eligible for Free School Meals. For our school this will support just under a third of 

the children and we will be in touch with details on how families will receive the vouchers 

as soon as they become available. If you are currently not registered for Free School 

Meals, and feel you may be entitled to apply then all the information can be found at 

www.staffordshire.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals.   
 

Friday the 26th June was originally planned to be a training day and school would have 

been closed to students. However, our dedicated team of staff will continue to provide 

home learning activities through Show My Homework and the school will remain open to 

eligible students. We believe it is beneficial for the children to maintain their routine as 

much as possible, and we are committed to providing face to face support for the Year 

10 students who attend school on Friday. Throughout the closure period we have also 

been very keen to support the children of key workers so we continue to play our small 

part in supporting NHS and care workers along with frontline emergency services. 
 

Even though aspects of our everyday lives are gradually opening up, despite the 

restrictions in place, things remain far from what we remember as normal. We continue 

to be here to support you in any way we can so please do not hesitate to contact us at 

school if needed. Stay calm, stay positive and stay safe. 

 

Yours sincerely 

  

 

 

Mr R Lycett 

Headteacher  

http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals


 
 

 

Crested Schoolwear 

 

https://www.crestedschoolwear.co.uk/ 

 

I hope this email finds you well. With the Summer Holidays starting to get closer we wanted to share 

with you some changes we will be making in store and online, which we believe will give parents a 

safe and enjoyable service with us when children go back to school.  

Our business is now approaching its 10th year of supplying school uniforms so we have the 

advantage of being able to look at our sales data to understand peak times in store. From the data 

we have, it's clear that over all 5 branches, the peak times in store is 11am - 3pm and from the 3rd 

week in August we do get extremely busy at these times. To help spread the volume of customers 

at peak times we will be extending our opening hours (Monday-Saturday) to:  

1st-25th July 9am-6pm  

27thJuly-8th August 9am-7pm  

10th August- 2nd September 9am-8pm  

We have already received a lot of our back to school stock with more to follow over the coming 

weeks. Currently there are no excessive delays and most uniform is on schedule to arrive in line 

with previous years ordering.  

Whilst we are still waiting for some items to arrive we will send any out of stock items to parents free 

of charge to save a second visit to store in order to collect their item.  

For those parents who wish to purchase uniform early to avoid the peak times we will exchange 

sizes at any time up to December 31st as long as the item is still in its original packaging.  

Our staff and customers’ safety is extremely important to us and we will be following all government 

guidelines as soon as we receive government guidance.  We have also spent a lot of time updating 

our website to make purchasing uniform as easy as possible. Parents who would prefer to shop 

online will also have access to every item we sell in store (except Shoes) all on one page under 

your School logo. This will make shopping online with us much easier and faster. 

Kind regards  

Deborah Perkins   

Crested Schoolwear Stafford  

 

https://www.crestedschoolwear.co.uk/

