
 

 
 

Our Ref: RL/SM/COVID-19 

 

14th September 2020 

 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

Welcome to my first update of the new academic year. I hope you and your family are 

well. Though things are very different at school, it has been fantastic to welcome back 

the children. With their return, the heart of Stafford Manor High School is now beating 

as vibrantly as ever. Firstly, I would like to thank you all for showing confidence in us 

and supporting your child as they start the new term. Our school attendance figures have 

been impressive over the last two weeks and well above national figures.  

 

As the children returned it was a truly emotional experience seeing their familiar faces 

again. The new Year 7 pupils have been simply outstanding in settling in to school and I 

predict that they will achieve great things in the future! However, all students have been 

simply phenomenal in the way they have adapted to the new routines and procedures. 

After two weeks of being open for all children, I can confirm that all the planning and 

preparation that has taken place has been effective in keeping groups separate. In 

addition all the systems are working well so that we are doing everything that is feasibly 

possible to keep everyone safe. We will continue to monitor and evaluate our risk 

assessment and make improvements to our systems where necessary. 

 

Despite the recent changes in national Government advice that comes into effect from 

today, the guidance for schools remains unchanged. Enclosed with this letter is some 
advice on what to do if your child or someone in your household is displaying symptoms. 

I can reassure you that preparations have been made for remote learning in the event 
of a partial school closure as a result of someone testing positive for the virus. It remains 
that the most effective way to stay safe is to wash hands regularly, catch coughs and 

colds, and maintain a distance wherever possible. Please continue to encourage your 
children to follow this key advice whilst at school and in the community. 

 
The Government continues to only recommend the use of face coverings in schools 
located within an area under specific local restrictions. However, should an individual 

wish to wear a face covering in school we continue to fully support them. In line with the 
guidance published for schools in high transmission areas, face coverings can only be 

worn when entering or leaving the school, in communal areas (such as the canteen), and 
on corridors. Face coverings must be removed for lessons. If an individual chooses to 
wear a face covering then it must be plain, and contain no designs, logos, or wording. 

Should circumstances change in national guidance, or we experience a significant 
increase in local transmission rates, then we may recommend that face coverings are 

worn by all individuals. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to remind you that your child must only arrive to 

school in the five minutes prior to their start time. This is important so that we can keep 

year groups separate and maintain their safety as they enter the school site. It is 

important that large groups of children do not congregate outside the school gates and 

keep pathways clear for pedestrians. 

 



 

Furthermore, we continue to encourage children to walk to school wherever possible. If 

you do bring your child to school by car, please do not drive onto the site as children are 

using both gates to enter school in the morning. It would be really helpful if you could 

drop your child off or collect them a short distance from the school to minimise 

congestion around the entrance to the school. 

 

You may be aware that we are now running a four week timetable that includes ‘double 

lessons’. This is to halve the number of teachers in contact with each group per day. This 

will be vital if there is a confirmed case of COVID-19 in school and close contacts need 

to self-isolate. The potential disruption to other classes and students should then be 

minimised. This does mean that subjects can be spread unevenly across the four week 

cycle, but there are further significant advantages to our approach that keeps everyone 

safe whilst maintaining a quality education for all. 

 

The latest guidance encourages schools to minimise the number of people that come 

across the threshold to reduce the risks of transmission within the school and community. 

Therefore, if you do have any queries, please contact the main office via phone or email 

and we will always aim to return your call within 24 hours. If a meeting is required we 

can meet virtually if necessary. Obviously, we will not be able to run Parents Evenings 

in their usual format for this term at least. We will inform you over the next few weeks 

about how we will communicate your child’s progress. 

Our annual Open Evening was scheduled to take place on Tuesday 29th September. This 

is a highlight of the year for us and we really enjoy inviting people to come and 

experience our amazing school and meet the brilliant staff. Unfortunately, we are unable 

to run the event in the same format this year. We recognise the importance of this 

opportunity for prospective parents and have plans in place to provide an alternative 

experience – watch this space! If you do know of a family of a Year 6 parent wishing to 

find out more information about Stafford Manor High School, please direct them to the 

‘Y6 Admission 2021’ page of our website where we have begun to collate information. 

We continue to update the Covid-19 section of our website with plenty of advice and 
links to where you can get support on a range of topics. We have added all the latest 
advice on school opening, along with a supporting letter from Staffordshire’s Director of 

Health on https://www.staffordmanorhighschool.com/covid-19-updates. We also have 
our COVID Risk Assessment and updated Behaviour Policy available to view. 

 
Once again, thank you for all your kind messages and the support you are providing your 

child in their return to school. The media continues to speculate what the months ahead 

may bring but none of us can predict the future. We must focus on what we can do now 

to keep each other safe and minimise any future disruptions to school and our daily lives. 

Please continue to follow all the latest national advice and keep encouraging your children 

to follow the school systems so that we all make sure we are playing our part to shape 

the future. As always, do not hesitate to contact us at school if you have any questions. 

Yours sincerely 

  

 

 

Mr R Lycett 

Headteacher 

https://www.staffordmanorhighschool.com/covid-19-updates


 
 

 

Holiday Dates and Staff Training Dates 2020/21 

 

AUTUMN TERM 1 -2020 

 

Tuesday 1st September    Staff training day (no students) 

Wednesday 2nd September   Staff training day (no students) 

Thursday 3rd September   First day of Term 

Friday 23rd October    Last day of Term 

 

Monday 26th October – Friday 30th October  Half Term Holiday 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2 – 2020 

 

Monday 2nd November    First day of term 

Friday 13th November    School photographs (to be confirmed) 

Friday 27th November    Staff training day (no students) 

Friday 18th December    Last day of term 

 

Monday 21st December – Friday 1st January Christmas Holiday 

 

SPRING TERM 1 - 2021 

 

Monday 4th January    Staff training day (no students) 

Tuesday 5th January    First day of term 

Friday 12th February    Last day of term 

 

Monday 15th February – Friday 19th February Half Term Holiday 

 

SPRING TERM 2 - 2021 

 

Monday 22nd February    First day of term 

Thursday 1st April    Last day of term 

 

Friday 2nd April – Friday 16th April  Easter Holiday 

 

SUMMER TERM 1 – 2021 

 

Monday 19th April    First day of term 

Monday 3rd May     Bank Holiday 

Friday 28th May     Last day of term 

 

Monday 30th May – Friday 4th June   Half Term Holiday 

 

SUMMER TERM 2 - 2021 

 

Monday 7th June     First day of term 

Friday 25th June    Training Day (no students) 

Wednesday 21st July    Last day of term 

 

Thursday 22nd July – Tuesday 31st August Summer Holiday 

 

 

 

 

 

 


