
 

 
 

Our Ref: RL/SM/COVID-19 

 

11 May 2020 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

As we enter the eighth week of school closures, I trust that you and your family 

continue to be safe and well. This weekend was significant for all of us as the 

country celebrated VE day and remembered the immense sacrifices people made 

many years ago for the freedom we have today. I know that despite the current 

circumstances, many of you will have participated in your own celebrations at 

home. There was a strong sense of hope on VE day 75 years ago about what would 

come following the end of the Second World War. As we now face quite a different 

battle against coronavirus, I am sure we are all hopeful that the weeks and months 

ahead will gradually see life adjusting to some sense of normality. 

 

I am writing this letter following the Prime Minister’s announcement about how 

the country will gradually relax the lockdown measures. At this point in time, we 

have no further guidance on what this exactly means for schools. When we have 

further details on how this will impact on children at Stafford Manor High School, 

I will share this information with you. I thank you for your patience and I am sure 

that you will appreciate we want to take time to ensure that our planning for the 

eventual re-opening of school is thorough. Clearly we will be following Government 

advice and guidance very carefully. As I mentioned last week, I would like to 

reassure you that the health and safety of students, families and staff takes 

priority alongside the educational provision of our pupils. 

 

In the remaining two weeks before half term, we will continue with the home 

learning plan that has been established since Easter. As always, thank you for 

supporting your child at home by establishing clear routines, assisting with set 

work, and giving positive encouragement whenever it is due. At Stafford Manor 

High School, we all fully understand the ongoing challenges of supporting your 

child at home, even though we are now familiar with the experience and 

expectations.  We are continuing to make contact with parents, so a member of 

staff from school will be in touch with you at some point to have a chat about how 

things are at home and whether there is anything else we can do to help. In the 

meantime, if you do have any questions or need to talk to us, then do not wait for 

this phone call, please contact the school straight away. 

 

Over the last week, I have received many messages from students and parents 

following the ‘SMHS Reach’ video we posted on YouTube. If you have not already 

seen it then it is worth a look! I am pleased to hear that it brought a smile to 

many faces at a time when we have many anxieties about the current situation. 

However, the message in the video remains genuine and sincere - no matter how 

long the school is closed for, everyone at Stafford Manor High School is here for 

you all. 

 



 

 

In my email to students at the end of last week, I have asked for the children to 

send me their own inspiring messages, or statements of hope for the future that 

they would like to share with the school community. At the end of this half term, 

it would be nice to include these messages in our School Newsletter, alongside 

messages of thanks for key workers, and even some pictures of rainbows. Please 

encourage your child to get involved and email me with their contributions at 

school. If your child is unsure how to access their school emails at home the 

following advice may help: 

 Search for ‘Office 365 login’ in your internet search engine to get to the log in 

screen. 

 Your email address reflects the username you use to log in to the school network 

but add the school email domain - e.g. 19.lycett.r@smhs.staffs.sch.uk. 

 Your password is also the one you use to log on to the school network. If you 

have forgotten your password, you will need to contact school. 

 

I have been asked to let you know that The Rising Brook Food Bank is there to support 

those in need of food or other necessities in the local community through the current 

crisis. They are based at Rising Brook Community Church Centre and happy for anyone 

to go along and chat to a member of their team. They are open from Monday to Friday 

9.30am to 11.30am and can be contacted on 01785 214750. We continue to update 

the Covid-19 section of our website with any links or resources that could help 

support you at home, so it is worth checking it regularly at 

https://www.staffordmanorhighschool.com/covid-19-updates. This week’s 

additions include a link to a number of pages on the NSPCC website that can help 

families during coronavirus; and a link to The Royal College of Paediatrics and 

Child Health website who have identified a range of useful websites and 

information to help children and parents at this time. 

 

During times of great challenge, you often find there are moments when the 

generosity of spirit is heart-warming and truly inspiring. I believe we are so lucky 

because the Stafford Manor High School community has provided these moments 

in abundance. As ever, thank you for everything that you are doing to support 

your child and your family at home. My hope is that in the future we remember 

these heart-warming moments and inspiring acts of kindness that have helped 

each of us through these difficult times. Furthermore, as we remember the 

sacrifices of many during the War, I am sure we will also remember the work of 

NHS staff, the emergency services and those working in the care sector in battling 

this virus. Until we all meet again, we continue to be here for you at Stafford 

Manor High School and don’t hesitate to contact us if needed. Stay calm, stay 

thankful, and stay safe. 

 

Yours sincerely 

  

 

 

Mr R Lycett 

Headteacher  

mailto:19.lycett.r@smhs.staffs.sch.uk
https://www.staffordmanorhighschool.com/covid-19-updates

