
 

 
 

Our Ref: KD/SM/Y9Choices 

 

27 April 2020 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

Following the postponement of the Choices evening last term due to the 

coronavirus, I would like to outline the next steps in this process. Please can I re-

assure you that we will do all we can to make sure that everything is in place for 

your child’s studies in Year 10. As we cannot discuss the process directly with you 

due to the current circumstances, we have modified the process specifically for 

this year. This will hopefully, ensure the process is as straightforward as possible 

for you and your child. 

 

What choices do I need to make? 

 

Some subjects are compulsory in Years 10 and 11, others are not.  All students 
must follow GCSE courses in English (Language and Literature), maths and 

science. Everyone will also study PE, religious studies (philosophy & ethics), 
computing, citizenship and PSHE, though students do take a qualification in these 
subjects.  Beyond this there is the opportunity to shape your own timetable. 

   
How do I set about making my choices? 

 

The key thing to remember is that the choices you make must be your own. You 

will follow these courses for two years, so you should not make choices based on 

what your friends have chosen.  It is important that you are happy with your 

choices. Doing the following three things is a good start point: 

 

 Think about what you are good at and what you enjoy doing (use your 
school report). 

 Look through the Choices booklet we sent to you – this has all the 
information on each of the subjects. 

 Think about what you would like to do as a career in the future (perhaps 

refer back to your ‘Future Pathways’ booklet). 
(Don't worry if you don't have any ideas about careers and remember you 

may change your mind.  The best option is to choose courses, which keep 
open as many opportunities as possible). 

 

What do I need to do next? 

 

We would like you to list 5 subjects you would like to study in Year 10 and 11, in 

rank order with 1 being your most preferred choice. 

 

We ask all students to choose either Geography or History within their top 3 as 

these are considered high value subjects. 

 



 

We are asking you to indicate your top 5 choices in order of preference. Students 

will only be allocated 3 of these subjects to study through Year 10 and 11. We will 

endeavour to provide students with their 3 highest ranked preferred choices; 

however, we cannot guarantee this. 

 

We would also like you to indicate whether you would like to study French further. 

This might not necessarily lead to qualification but would develop conversational 

French. 

 

Furthermore, we would like you to indicate whether you would be interested in 

studying science in greater depth. This might not necessarily lead to gaining 

separate science qualifications but would support ‘A’ level science studies in the 

future. 

 

Please Remember! 

 

Making choices possible for every student can be extremely difficult for the school. 

We shall try hard to give you what you ask for, but please understand that some 

classes will be firmly limited in size. We can only put on a certain number of classes 

in some subjects due to the availability of teachers and/or rooms.  In other 

subjects, we cannot have more than a certain number in some groups due to the 

availability of equipment.   This is why we are asking students to let us know a 

number of choices and order of preference.  

 

We will also have to consider the combination of subjects each student has 

selected and ensure they are suitable for them. 

 

Remember that it is not possible to change your choices if you change your mind 

half way through Year 10. You will be studying these subjects for the next two 

years and the grades you achieve will stay with you for life – so it is important to 

get as much information as possible and make the right choices now. 

 

How do I complete the choices form? 

 

Finally, you will see we have attached the choices form.  

 

Please email a completed copy of this form to Mr Delaney using 

ks3support@smhs.staffs.sch.uk no later than Friday 1st May 2020. 

 

Ideally take a picture of the completed form and email it in. 

 

In order to make the process fair for everybody it is important that you include 5 

subjects and return them by the deadline. Any forms that are not fully completed 

will be returned to you and may result in the deadline being missed. Any returns 

after the deadline will affect your chances of studying your preferred subjects. 
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The next stage will involve looking at every child’s choices and checking that they 

are suitable for them. Once we are happy with that we will look to ensure as many 

students as possible receive their preferred subjects. 

 

We will be in touch with you if we need to discuss anything and if you have any 

questions please email me using ks3support@smhs.staffs.sch.uk. 

 

We appreciate that these are important decisions you are making and we are on 

hand to support you with them. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Mr K. Delaney 

Deputy Headteacher 
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