
 

 
 

Our Ref: RL/SM/COVID-19 

 

20 April 2020 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

I hope that you and your family are well and have had a restful Easter break, 

whilst managing to support each other through these extraordinary times. As long 

as the current situation continues, school will feel a very strange place and we 

miss having children on site, but we must all follow the Government’s guidance to 

keep everyone in our community safe. Following the Easter Holiday we would 

normally be welcoming children back and setting our expectations for the term 

ahead. The Summer Term is always very significant for schools with external 

exams taking place, lots of enrichment activities, and celebrations of the current 

academic year. However, following the Government announcement last Thursday 

that the country will remain in ‘lockdown’ for a further three weeks at least, this 

will prove to be a very different term for us all. School will remain closed until 

further notice for the majority of children, apart from children of key workers and 

vulnerable groups. Despite the fact that many children remain at home, we are 

here for you every step of the way as we work through this together. 

 

As you will be aware, the Government have cancelled all GCSE and A Level 

examinations this Summer. Arrangements are in place for Year 11 and Year 13 

children to be awarded their grades to help transition to the next phase of their 

education and we will be in contact with parents as more information becomes 

available. We will also be in touch with parents of specific year groups to confirm 

arrangements for the Year 7 Dyffryn residential, Year 9 choices and the Year 11 

Prom. There will no doubt be other events in the term ahead where we will contact 

you to clarify arrangements. If your mobile phone number or email address does 

change, then please do remember to let school know so you do receive all the 

latest updates. 

 

We have all had to adapt to new ways of learning and before the Easter Holiday, 

the efforts you made to support your child with school work were simply fantastic. 

We fully appreciate that it is not easy to help children with their work through the 

day, and particularly if there are a number of children at home all requiring support 

at the same time. We have been looking at the most effective ways to ensure the 

experience at home to continue your child’s education is the best it can possibly 

be for all concerned. It has been widely acknowledged that during these 

unprecedented times it is not possible to exactly replicate at home the school 

experience that children usually receive. Therefore, we have put together a daily 

structure for you and your child, with a combination of school work and challenge 

activities, to provide clarity and flexibility. Please read the information distributed 

alongside this letter that explains the new arrangements. It is always important 

for you to understand that there is so much you can do as a parent to help your 

children beyond knowing about how to help with a particular subject. 

 



 

I would imagine that none of us have ever before experienced a situation like we 

are currently living through. This can affect us and our families in lots of different 

ways. I have mentioned before the importance of us all looking out for each other 

and being there if the need arises. Supporting our own wellbeing, along with that 

of our families and friends, is more important than ever. There are lots of 

organisations willing to help and a quick internet search can find support if needed. 

Any information we receive in school that could help you at home, is uploaded to 

the Covid-19 section of our website so it is worth checking it regularly: 

https://www.staffordmanorhighschool.com/covid-19-updates. Alongside this 

letter, we have distributed some important advice that we received as a result of 

doctors and paediatricians around the UK being concerned that in the current 

COVID pandemic, many families are not receiving the health and social 

care support they need and are less willing to attend hospital for their 

children's health care needs. Please do take time to read this information carefully. 

 

When school closed to children back in March, I spoke in assembly about the fact 

that despite the current uncertainties, one day school will be open again. Rest 

assured that this remains the case, but we still just do not know exactly when that 

will be. All the staff at Stafford Manor High School are eager for the school to be 

back open as normal, and throughout the closure, remember that we are still here 

for you and your children via the emails set up to support with work. As the new 

term begins, please continue your excellent efforts to help your children with their 

education at home. Working together, we will get through these challenging times 

and hopefully be back to normal soon, all stronger for our experiences. Please 

continue to stay safe and stay calm. As ever, if you do have questions or concerns 

then please do not hesitate to contact school. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Mr R Lycett 

Headteacher 

https://www.staffordmanorhighschool.com/covid-19-updates

