
 

 
 

Our Ref: RL/SM/COVID-19 

 

16th July 2020 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

Welcome to the final update I will be sending to you this year. A huge ‘congratulations’ 

from everyone at school for getting through to the end of term (almost!). It is time for 

you and your child to have a rest and enjoy the summer break before the new academic 

year begins in September. Although the holiday is about to begin, we are also looking 

forward to having the children return to school and restarting their education. 

 

Over the holiday period a lot of hard work will continue at school to prepare for the 

students return. As we prioritise the safety of everyone on site, alongside providing a 

quality broad and balanced curriculum, it is important to understand that school will be 

different in the new term. I have provided more detail on start and finish times to the 

school day for each year group in the guidance attached to this letter. This information 

follows on from the guidance sent earlier this week. There will be further details 

distributed towards the end of the holiday before the children start back to school. 

 

The first day of the new term is Thursday 3rd September 2020. As usual at the start 

of the academic year, we would like existing students to arrive one hour later than their 

normal start time to allow us to complete an induction session for our new Year 7 

students. Therefore, on the first day only, students should arrive at the times indicated 

below. School day end times for each year group will be staggered to keep groups 

separate. 

 

Year Arrival Time Entrance Gate Learning Zone End Time 

7 8.45am 
Main Gate to 

Reception 

Johnson Building 

First Stairwell (Main Hall End) 
3.00pm 

11 9.40am Pedestrian Gate Wedgwood Building 2.55pm 

10 9.50am Pedestrian Gate Anson Building 3.05pm 

8 9.55am 
Main Gate to 

Reception 

Johnson Building 

Third Stairwell (Library End) 
3.10pm 

9 10.00am Pedestrian Gate 
Johnson Building 

Second Stairwell 
3.15pm 

 
Students must arrive at the designated entrance gate and staff will be there to meet 

them and direct them to their classroom base in the appropriate ‘Learning Zone’. 
Students must wear their school uniform and do not need to bring PE kit on the first day. 
Timetables will be distributed during the first lesson, though students will remain in their 

base room for the majority of their lessons. Students must bring all their equipment and 
a water bottle. The canteen will be open at lunch time and we will confirm exact 

arrangements before the start of the new term. Full details on the start and finish 
times for each year group for subsequent days can be found in the information 
accompanying this letter. 

  



 

I appreciate the fact a lot of information has been shared with you over recent weeks. I 

feel it has been important to keep you updated and communicate regularly with the 

latest guidance and expectations. I will pause from sending you updates through the 

summer holiday so we can all have a rest! Should circumstances change over the holiday 

period, we will be in touch with you in the two weeks before the start of the new term. 

The school office will be closed over the holiday period and please be aware that the 

school phones will not be monitored and the school email will not be checked as regularly 

as normal. School will be open on A Level Results day on Thursday 13th August and GCSE 

Results day on Thursday 20th August should you have a query, and we will aim to respond 

to you within 48 hours. If you have any questions or concerns about September and wish 

to speak to someone before the end of term, then please do contact us as we are here 

until 4pm on Friday 17th July. 

 

The Covid-19 section of our website has plenty of advice and links to where you can get 

help on a range of areas through the summer holiday. This week’s additions include a 

link to some advice from Staffordshire Police and how you can protect your child online 

over the summer. https://www.staffordmanorhighschool.com/covid-19-updates.  

 

We know that the past few months have not been easy for many of you for a whole host 

of different reasons. Despite how you might feel, I am sure you have done a great job. 

A huge ‘thank you’ from everyone at Stafford Manor High School for supporting your 

child’s education the best way you can. We have probably all learned something during 

this period of lockdown, and I am sure we are now all experts in how to turn ourselves 

off mute on Zoom or Teams! 

 

As we entered the decade of 2020, I am sure none of us could have imagined what lay 

ahead of us. These certainly have been unprecedented times and I sincerely hope that 

we are now on the road to recovery, even if it might be a long and ‘bumpy’ journey. If 

you or your family have lost a loved one, or suffered as a result of this terrible virus then 

my thoughts are with you. Alongside the challenging times, I hope you will have had 

some fantastic experiences from spending time with people around you. Please hold on 

to the moments of brilliance, the times when you came together with your family and 

friends to support each other simply because it made someone feel better. My hope is 

that we can all take something positive from our experiences from the last few months 

to help our children build a better future. More than ever we need to inspire them to 

achieve more than they could have imagined, and enable them to flourish and fulfil their 

amazing potential. Let us not see this is as the end of something terrible, but make it 

the beginning of something truly remarkable. The children of Stafford Manor High School 

deserve the very best. Working alongside you, we will do everything in our power to 

make the magic happen for them once again when they return. Have a good summer 

holiday. Stay safe and we will see you all in September. 

   

Yours sincerely 

  

 

 

Mr R Lycett 

Headteacher 

https://www.staffordmanorhighschool.com/covid-19-updates

