
 

 
 

Our Ref: RL/SM/COVID-19/8 

 

24 March 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 
After the first day of students working at home, I hope you are starting to get 

settled into your new routine. These are not easy circumstances, and I know from 
my own family experiences yesterday, we will be trying some different approaches 

today! However, I am sure you are doing well, and though it may well take time 
to fully establish the structure of the day, I am confident the students will 
gradually get used to working more independently on their own. 

 
Show My Homework appeared to struggle at times yesterday with the volume of 

users trying to access the system from across the country. These problems will 
hopefully not occur too regularly. Remember we also have a section on our school 
website which contains information, activities and a range of online learning 

resources (https://www.staffordmanorhighschool.com/learning-resources). It is 
also clear that a number of online activities have emerged over the last few days 

that you could use to entertain and engage your children. For example, Joe Wicks 
runs some workout classes for children every week day on his You Tube channel. 
I am sure there will be many more interesting and innovative online activities 

developing, so please get in touch if you discover one that we could share! 
 

Following the Prime Ministers announcement yesterday evening, we are operating 
a skeleton staff in school to minimise the movement of people in line with 
government guidance, whilst providing supervision for children of key workers and 

vulnerable students. If you need to contact the school, the main school phone 
number is in operation, but please understand that it may take longer than usual 

to answer. You can always use the main school email address for any general 
queries (office@smhs.staffs.sch.uk) and we also have a range of faculty email 

addresses available for help with work. We are aiming to respond to any queries 
within 48 hours but this does depend on staff availability. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Email Subjects 

eng.mfl@smhs.staffs.sch.uk  English, French 

maths.comp@smhs.staffs.sch.uk  Maths, Computing 

humanities.hsc@smhs.staffs.sch Geography, History, HSC, SEL, Phil and Eth 

sci.pe@smhs.staffs.sch.uk Science, PE 

art.dt@smhs.staffs.sch.uk Art, PE, Performing Arts 
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As we keep hearing, these are unprecedented times and we can all feel anxious 

and concerned about what we see and hear through the media. I have enclosed 

some attachments with this letter that contain a range of organisations that can 

help support families should the need arise. Please share these telephone numbers 

and websites at home as they contain the details of support services that children 

and parents can access over the next few weeks whilst isolated. It may also be 

useful to read through the information that provides guidance on how to support 

your child at home. 

 

We are all learning new ways of learning and even just living our daily lives. I am 

sure you are doing a great job and we will continue to support each other as much 

as possible. Thank you for all the kind comments we have received over the last 

week or so, and we genuinely appreciate your understanding and patience. The 

priority is obviously to stay safe and stay calm. As ever, please do not hesitate to 

contact school if you have any questions. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr R Lycett 

Headteacher 

 

 


