
 

 
 

Our Ref: RL/SM/COVID-19 

 

4 May 2020 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

I hope that this week’s letter finds you and your family well as these 

unprecedented circumstances continue to challenge us all. On behalf of everyone 

at Stafford Manor High School, I would like to take this opportunity to offer our 

sincerest thanks and admiration to all the parents and carers who are working in 

the NHS, frontline emergency services, and care settings. I am sure the whole 

school community will join me in passing on our appreciation for everything that 

you are doing to help and protect us all. In turn, we must all continue to follow 

government advice and stay at home, social distance if we do go out, wash hands 

regularly and do not meet others including friends and family. 

 

As the speculation continues about how the country may relax the lockdown 

measures, it is important that we focus on the known facts. With regards school, 

Government advice continues to state that “schools will remain closed until further 

notice, except for children of critical workers and vulnerable children”. Gavin 

Williamson, the Secretary of State for Education, spoke last week about when 

schools do begin to re-open, this is likely to be in a “phased manner”. At this 

stage, we have no further details on what this might actually be like. However, we 

do know that the repeated message from the Government has been that there are 

currently no plans for when schools will re-open and this would depend on 

scientific advice. As soon as we have any information of a change in 

circumstances, I will be in touch to inform you how it impacts on children at 

Stafford Manor High School. When schools are able to re-open, clearly we will be 

following Government advice and guidance very carefully. I would like to reassure 

you that the health and safety of students, families and staff takes priority 

alongside the educational provision of our pupils. 

 

Your continued efforts to support your child with their learning at home are 

appreciated and will be of enormous help in preparing for when school does re-

open in the future. We know this is not an easy task and that the current situation 

can cause anxieties. Remember that everything that your child completes at 

home, and any support you can provide to make this happen, is a positive step in 

ensuring they will be ready for the future. It is important to maintain a routine 

each day for completing school work that includes regular breaks. Equally 

important is having a healthy diet, completing daily exercise, and staying 

connected with friends and family. You would be surprised how rewarding your 

child for all the positive work they do may well have a greater impact on motivation 

than getting annoyed or frustrated. We are continuing to award achievement 

points at school, and you could have your own system of rewards at home with 

different experiences to recognise their achievements. However, you will know 

what works best for your child. 

 



 

Friday 8th May is the amended May Day Bank Holiday to celebrate VE day. After 

consulting with our parents who are key workers, the school will be fully closed on 

this day to both students and staff. We will not be setting school work for this 

Friday, though Mr Mainwaring has kindly added some resources to Show My 

Homework that could help families celebrate VE day at home. 

 

My weekly emails to students continue to generate a great response. It is so nice 

to hear from the students and what they have been doing and their inspiring 

messages. This week has seen the first Quiz Challenge being set, so ask your child 

to check their inboxes and have a go! If your child is unsure how to access their 

school emails at home the following advice may help: 

 Search for ‘Office 365 login’ in your internet search engine to get to the log in 

screen. 

 Your email address reflects the username you use to log in to the school network 

but add the school email domain - e.g. 19.lycett.r@smhs.staffs.sch.uk. 

 Your password is also the one you use to log on to the school network. If you 

have forgotten your password, you will need to contact school. 

 

At this time of the year we would normally be entering the GCSE, BTEC and A 

Level exam season. This year is very different for the school and students as the 

Government has cancelled all external exams this summer. GCSE grades will be 

released to students on the 20th August and A Level grades on the 13th August. A 

comprehensive process is currently underway to ensure all students are awarded 

an appropriate grade for each subject. Please remember that the school has been 

clearly instructed not to discuss any grades with students or parents at any point 

before results day, and the Examination Boards will be having the final say on 

grades awarded for every student. The cancellation of exams also applies to any 

Year 10 and Year 12 students who were due to sit exams this summer. We 

appreciate that for these students this raises numerous questions about how this 

will impact on next year’s qualifications. We await Government advice on this, and 

in the meantime pupils should remain focussed on completing work set as this will 

keep them on track to minimise any impacts. Rest assured, for every student 

affected by the exam cancellations, we will be doing everything to support our 

students and ensure they achieve grades they deserve. A range of ‘frequently 

asked questions’ around the cancellation of exams can be found at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-

cancellation-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2020/coronavirus-covid-19-

cancellation-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2020  

 

It may be of interest that Newcastle and Stafford College are holding a Virtual 

Open Event on Thursday 7th May between 5pm and 8pm. This is targeted at Year 

9 and 10 students, although Year 11 students who are unsure about next year or 

have any questions might also find it useful. You have to pre-register and can do 

so by using the following link: https://nscg.ac.uk/events/experience-stafford-

college-at-our-virtual-open-day. The College has also informed us that they will 

be sharing materials for prospective Year 11 students in the next couple of weeks. 

If you do not receive anything, then please get in touch with the College directly. 
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You may be aware of the Government announcement that laptops and internet 

connections would be made available to some families. Further information 

released last week reveal that this equipment will only be available for a specific 

group of families, and it is likely it will not be available until June. We have been 

in communication with those who are eligible. At some point over the coming 

weeks, a member of staff from school will be in touch with all parents to have a 

chat about how things are at home and whether there is anything else we can do 

to help. In the meantime, if you do have any questions or need to talk to us, then 

do not wait for this phone call, contact the school straight away. 

 

Many health professionals continue to be concerned that some families are not 

contacting doctors, or going to hospital should the need arise. Please do not ignore 

illnesses, and seek medical help if needed as avoiding treatment could lead to 

serious complications. Remember that any information we receive in school that 

could help support you at home, is uploaded weekly to the Covid-19 section of our 

website so it is worth checking it regularly at 

https://www.staffordmanorhighschool.com/covid-19-updates. Some examples of 

what has been added this week include a link to the Government site giving advice 

to parents and carers during the coronavirus outbreak; a fantastic resource aimed 

at 11 to 19 year olds to manage their anger whilst at home; online resources to 

support people with drug and alcohol misuse; and a link to the CAMHS website 

which contains a wide range of advice and support. 

 

The poet TS Elliot once wrote that “April is the cruellest month”. It is fair to say 

that April 2020 has been the strangest and most challenging month I have ever 

experienced. This will be especially true for anyone who has suffered, directly or 

indirectly, in any way as a result of the virus and my thoughts are with you all. 

Hopefully, we will soon discover what the future might look like, to allow life to 

slowly adjust towards a ‘new normal’ whilst continuing to protect our families and 

school community. We all must aim to avoid worrying over media speculation and 

remain patient, continue to follow government advice, and support the people 

around us as best we can. As always, we are here for you at Stafford Manor High 

School and don’t hesitate to contact us if needed. Stay calm, stay safe, and stay 

positive. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Mr R Lycett 

Headteacher  
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