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Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

As you will be fully aware, the situation regarding the Coronavirus (COVID-19) is 
changing on a daily basis. However, Government and Public Health England advice 

remains the same in that schools should remain open. Ofqual, the exams 
regulator, continues to advise schools to prepare students for exams and other 
assessments as normal. As it stands we are not aware of any confirmed cases 

within the local school community, and are making sure we do everything we can 
to sustain a safe environment for everyone at school through these challenging 

times. 
 
In line with Government advice, you or someone you live with are now asked to 

stay at home for 14 days if they have either a high temperature (37.8 degrees 
and above), breathing difficulties, or a new continuous cough. This will help protect 

others in the community while they are infectious. The Government has advised 
that, if a person has these symptoms, they should not go to a GP surgery, 

pharmacy or hospital. They do not need to contact NHS 111 as the NHS will not 
be testing people who are self-isolating with mild symptoms (see the NHS website 
for full details). At school, we also continue to adhere to the advice given and are 

encouraging all students and staff to maintain standards of personal hygiene 
(washing hands, catching coughs and sneezes, and avoiding touching your face 

with unwashed hands) as advised by Public Health England. 
 
We ask for you to use your judgement and thank you, in advance, for your 

cooperation regarding the above. We appreciate that these are exceptional times 
and fully understand the decisions you have to make are not easy. Please be aware 

that absences cannot be authorised if a child is simply kept at home if they, or a 
person they live with are not displaying any symptoms as this is not following 
current Government advice. Please contact the school to inform us of any absence 

using the usual procedures and keep us updated of any developments. 
 

If your child is in self-isolation due to a family member being ill, he/she should 
continue work at home using support materials found in the ‘Learning Resources’ 
section of the ‘Students’ drop down list on the school website 

https://www.staffordmanorhighschool.com/learning-resources. Homework tasks 
set through ‘Show My Homework’ could also be completed in such circumstances. 

 
In the coming days we will keep you updated with any further key developments. 
Please be aware that as it stands, staffing is not an issue for us and lessons are 

running as normal. However, should a significant number of staff need to follow 
government advice and self-isolate, there may be a need to merge some classes 

together or we may need to request that certain year groups stay at home on a 
rotation basis. We are not at this point yet, and I will inform you as soon as 
possible if such a step needs to be taken. These decisions may well have to be 

made at short notice and I appreciate your understanding with this. 
 

 

https://www.staffordmanorhighschool.com/learning-resources


 

In the event we receive instruction from the Government of a full school closure, 
we will inform you immediately via the usual communication channels – text, 

email, school website, and Local Authority School Closure site 
(https://apps2.staffordshire.gov.uk/sln/schoolclosures/). Please be reassured 

that in the event of a full closure, preparations are being made to ensure specific 
work is provided for each class taught and this will be shared through ‘Show My 
Homework’. If the school is permitted to have adults on site, staff will be present 

to respond to any questions or request for advice. If not, we are establishing 
methods of communication to make sure you can get help and support with work 

should this be required. Further details regarding this will be distributed in the 
event that the school has to close and we have clarity from the Government. 
 

I hope you recognise that the actions we are taking place the children’s welfare 
and education at the heart of every decision made. Once again, thank you in 

anticipation, of your support and please do not hesitate to contact the school if 
you have any questions. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

Mr R Lycett 
Headteacher 

 
 

https://apps2.staffordshire.gov.uk/sln/schoolclosures/

