
 

 
 

Our Ref: RL/SM/COVID-19 

 

1 June 2020 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

As we begin the start of another very different half term for us all, I hope that you 

and your family are safe and well. In many respects, it feels that the country is 

moving swiftly through the Governments ‘roadmap’ out of lockdown. However, at 

the same time, it also seems a long way from the life we remember as ‘normal’ 

before COVID-19 began its devastating journey around the world. The reality that 

we must accept is that we will be living with social distancing in school and our 

lives in general, for a considerable time to come. 

 

Since I last wrote to you, there have been a number of key announcements with 

regards the wider opening of secondary schools. Firstly, the Prime Minister stated 

that there would be a delay on the reopening of secondary schools for Year 10 and 

12 students, and this would now happen from the Monday 15th June. Secondly, 

the Government has confirmed that their five scientific measures have been met 

and the country has moved to the second step of its ‘roadmap’ which allows 

schools to open to a wider number of students. Finally, the long awaited guidance 

for secondary schools has now been published which gives us greater clarity on 

what we can do at Stafford Manor High School to support your child through the 

term ahead. 

 

As I have previously stated to you, despite the fact we now have the ‘green light’ 

from the Government to look at wider opening, we will only be offering support in 

school to identified groups of students when we feel it is appropriate and safe to 

do so. Please remain assured that the health and safety of students, staff and 

parents remains the highest priority alongside the education of our students. 

Therefore, we continue to follow all Government guidance extremely carefully and 

we are working through our risk assessments to implement systems and strategies 

that ensure we are doing everything that is feasibly possible to secure the safety 

of everyone on site. I am pleased to say that good progress is being made, and 

we are hopeful that we will be able to offer year 10 and year 12 students some 

‘face-to-face’ contact from the 15th June. 

 

At this stage, the guidance for secondary school provision only refers to Year 10 

and 12 pupils accessing contact in school. It clearly states that “we cannot return 

more pupils to secondary school at this time”. Therefore, we will continue with 

existing arrangements for home learning for Year 7, 8 & 9 students through this 

half term. With regards Year 10 and 12 pupils, although we will be allowed to 

invite them back in to school for some ‘face-to-face’ support with their teachers 

from the 15th June, we are only allowed a quarter of the Year 10 and 12 cohort in 

school on any one day. Therefore, the predominant mode of education during this 

term for all pupils will continue to be the existing arrangements for home learning. 



 

When we are ready to offer some ‘face-to-face’ support to supplement the remote 

education of Year 10 and 12 pupils, we will be communicating with parents in 

advance. We believe it is important that you are clear on the purpose of school 

sessions offered, as well as all the rigorous systems and hygiene measures in 

place to ensure everyone’s safety, so that you can make a fully informed decision 

about whether you wish your child to access the provision on offer. It is important 

to remember that it has been made clear in Government documentation that 

student non-attendance during this term will not incur fines or penalties. You know 

your children and your own personal circumstances best, and during this phase of 

the reopening process, you will able to make the decision that you believe is right 

for your child. 

 

The schools existing arrangements for those children who have been attending 

throughout the closure, will remain unaffected by this new guidance. 

 

For all students throughout this term, work will be set through Show My Homework 

as per the guidance established last half term. Please take time to sit with your 

child and read through the timetable and re-establish expectations for the weeks 

ahead. We fully appreciate that it is not easy to help children with their work 

through the day, particularly if there are a number of children at home all requiring 

support at the same time. Therefore, the daily routine we have set out for you 

and your child, provides a combination of school work and challenge activities, to 

provide clarity and flexibility. It is always important for you to understand that 

there is so much you can do as a parent to help your children and support their 

learning beyond knowing about a particular subject. 

 

Prior to half term we conducted a survey with students on how they feel about 

their home learning. We had over two hundred responses and these were 

overwhelmingly positive. Essentially 8 out of 10 children felt they had adapted 

well to learning at home. You will have made a significant contribution to this so 

‘thank you’. Although this is a really pleasing figure, we are always thinking about 

how we can improve things, particularly for those children who are finding working 

at home difficult. We will be looking at how we develop the work we provide to 

incorporate the ideas suggested by students. As ever, we welcome parental views 

and please do not hesitate to get in touch with school should you have any 

thoughts about how we can improve our provision for your child. 

 

The Covid-19 section of our website continues to be updated weekly with agencies 

that can help support families through these difficult times. This week’s additions 

include a letter from the Local Authority outlining Staffordshire’s stance to schools 

opening to a wider range of pupils; some information on the local ‘Family Hub’; 

and links to the latest Government guidance. I would encourage you to have a 

look at https://www.staffordmanorhighschool.com/covid-19-updates.  

 

There are a number of events that were scheduled for this half term that are 

unlikely to take place. For example, Year 9 Parents Evening was due to happen on 

Tuesday 9th June. We will be in contact with affected families to suggest alternative 

arrangements prior to each event. 

https://www.staffordmanorhighschool.com/covid-19-updates


 
 

 

Through the next few weeks, it is important to recognise that we are all making 

progress even though we may wish the pace of change to be quicker. The fabulous 

work that you are doing to support your family might sometimes feel like you are 

travelling through a long tunnel. Even though the end of that tunnel might feel 

like a distant speck of light, please remember that every small thing you do and 

every positive step you make, will ensure the light is getting ever so slightly closer 

and steadily brighter. I have always believed that Stafford Manor High School is 

not about the building but the amazing people who study and work here. You are 

all part of our school; more than ever for all the work you have been doing to 

support your child.  We are all so much looking forward to having students back. 

When that day arrives, I am sure we will all feel a huge step forward has been 

taken. Personally, when we start to welcome more and more students through the 

gates, I will certainly feel that we are emerging from the tunnel. Stay calm, stay 

positive and stay safe. 

 

Yours sincerely 

  

 

 

Mr R Lycett 

Headteacher  

 

 


