
 

 
 

Our Ref: RL/SM/COVID-19 

 

29th June 2020 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

Welcome to another update and as always I hope you and your family are well. In a 

typical year, only last week we would have finished the external exam season. This week 

would have had the excitement of the Year 11 Prom, Year 6 Induction Day and Parents 

Evening. Before the end of term there would have been a whole host of trips and visits 

for all students to experience and enjoy. It is a constant reminder that despite the 

Government’s gradual easing of national measures, schools and student experiences are 

still very far from normal.  

 

In my letter last week, I referred to two significant Government announcements relating 

to funding for schools to support tuition for children to catch up missed learning, and 

also a statement that the Government “will bring all children, in all year groups, back to 

school in September”. Unfortunately, the promised guidance has yet to be released on 

exactly how these commitments will be achieved. There is nothing we would like more 

than to see all children return to Stafford Manor High School in September, although 

safety must continue to be the highest priority for all involved. We are hopeful that the 

virus remains under control through the summer period, and the guidance contains 

safety measures that can be realistically implemented to allow all students to return at 

the start of the new academic year. 

 

There has been confirmation from the Government this week that there is no expectation 

for schools to remain open for the summer holiday period for the children of key workers 

and pupils who fall into the vulnerable category. Therefore, Stafford Manor High School 

will close to all pupils on Friday 17th July for the summer holiday and this will hopefully 

give you the opportunity for a well deserved rest. During this period we will be working 

hard to do everything that is necessary to make the site safe and ready for welcoming 

back students at the start of the autumn term. 

 

Over the six week summer holiday, current Year 7 and 8 students will not be set any 

new work, which will provide the opportunity to catch up on any work in which they have 

fallen behind as well as having some rest and relaxation. Year 9 students will be focusing 

on their GCSE subject choices from this week, and as we would normally do, teachers 

may set work for students to complete over summer to give them a ‘head start’ for 

September. Similarly, following their ‘face to face’ support in school over the last few 

weeks, Year 10 and 12 students would normally have work set to complete over summer 

to prepare for their examinations and this will continue. Despite work being set for the 

older students, this will not be the equivalent of a full timetable and there will still be 

time to have a break and may be even a holiday. It is important that we continue to 

challenge our children to prepare them for their future examinations which will take 

place. I appreciate your help in supporting your child to be ready for a fresh start in 

September. 

 



 

This leaves us to focus on finishing the school year in style! I do fully understand the 

range of challenges in sustaining home learning for such a long period of time. However, 

we still have 3 weeks of term remaining and it is important we maintain routines and 

continue to complete the work set through Show My Homework. This will require a careful 

balance of challenge and encouragement. As we all become weary and fatigued with the 

current situation, aim to work with your children and provide praise whenever it is due. 

Over the next couple of weeks, to help improve the home learning experience, we will 

be making some subtle changes to our approaches in light of the suggestions made 

through the parental survey. The end of the summer term in schools usually brings 

alternative learning experiences such as visits, trips and challenges. We are looking at 

how we can introduce something different for the last week of term – watch this space! 

 

We have had confirmation from the Moat House that they will be unable to run the Year 

11 Prom before the end of term. We will be in touch with Year 11 parents explaining the 

options moving forward. At the same time we will outline how we intend to organise 

GCSE results day which is on Thursday 20th August this year. We have been supporting 

our Year 11 and 13 students throughout this period, and will continue to do so when 

results are released, with their progression to the next phase of their education. 

 

The Covid-19 section of our website has had further updates this week with information 

and agencies that can help support families through these difficult times. This week’s 

additions include a letter from the Local Authority outlining their views on schools 

opening to a wider range of pupils; a link to the autism provider ‘Midlands Partnership 

Foundation Trust’; and a link to the NHS website should you need to book a coronavirus 

test. I would encourage you to have a look at 

https://www.staffordmanorhighschool.com/covid-19-updates.  

 

As we await clarification of what September will bring for schools, please keep doing the 

amazing work so many of you are regularly undertaking each day to support your child’s 

learning at home. Looking back at how far we have all come should give us confidence 

that we can make it through the last few weeks of term. Then we hope that the new 

academic year will bring your children safely back to school in a way that we are familiar 

with. Fundamental to this is remembering we all have a role to play in keeping the virus 

under control. Please follow all the latest advice and most importantly maintain social 

distancing, wash hands regularly, and catch all coughs and sneezes. We are still here for 

you should the need arise and don’t hesitate to contact school if necessary. Stay positive, 

stay hopeful and stay safe. 

 

Yours sincerely 

  

 

 

Mr R Lycett 

Headteacher  

 

 

https://www.staffordmanorhighschool.com/covid-19-updates

